Ascorbic acid in intestinal tissues.
About a fifth of the ascorbic acid is readily lost from intestinal tissue during handling procedures such as washing with saline and blotting. Further losses occur during incubation in Krebs-phosphate saline; after 10 min strips of intestine retained 80% of their original ascorbic acid content and chopped tissue only 50%. This suggests that some of the intestinal ascorbic acid is very loosely held in the tissue. The small intestine is capable to accumulating double the normal amount of ascorbic acid when animals are dosed intramuscularly and retains some ascorbic acid (0.7 to 5 microgram/mg DNA) even when the animals' body stores are depleted.